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Hubble photographs grand design 

spiral galaxy M81

A spiral-shaped system of stars, dust, and gas clouds, the galaxy’s 

arms wind all the way down into the nucleus. Though the galaxy is 

located 11.6 million light-years away, the Hubble Space Telescope’s 

NASA, ESA and the Hubble Heritage Team STScI/AURA). Acknowledgment: A. Zezas and J. Huchra (Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics) 

view is so sharp that it can resolve individual stars, along with open star 

clusters, globular star clusters, and even glowing regions of fl uorescent 

gas. 
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