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podÅcast
n. [backronym] P(ersonal) O(n) D(emand) (broad)CAST



vodÅcast
n. (1) stylish contraction for òvideo podcastó

(2) the next revolution in multimedia delivery to the public

(3) visual content virtually anyone here can produce



TV 3.0: Catch-Phrase for ñNew 

Marketsò

ÅTV 1.0

ÅBig networks

ÅLinear scheduling

ÅTV 2.0

ÅNiche networks (hundreds)

ÅTime-delay: VCR, DVR

ÅTV 3.0

ÅñShowsò (multitudes)
ÅOn demand

ÅHome or mobile viewing





The Bottom Line



Hubblecast
Å ESAôs Hubble Education and Outreach group at 

ST-ECF

Å Started March 2007

Å Latest news & images from Hubble Space Telescope

Å Graphical ñlookò: logo, studio etc.

Å Host 

Å Was cast from 10 diverse candidates

Å ESO astronomer Dr. Joe Liske is ñDr. Jò

Å Now receives daily fan mail on his MySpace page!

Å Narrator: ESA/ESO astronomer Dr. Robert Fosbury (ñthe Bobò)

Å Production time: ~2-5 days/episode

Å 3 Channels: Standard def. (SD), HD (720p), Full HD (1080p)



Behind the Scenes...
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Greenscreen Basics



Greenscreen Basics



Visual Assets: Still Images

ÅAstronomy is beautiful; use it!

ÅImages and art both useful

ÅCheck image use policies

ÅMotion adds interest

ÅñKen Burnsò effect

ÅZooms/pans for large images



Visual Assets: Animations

ÅLots of broadcast-quality material is 

available

Å3D animations

ÅSimulations

ÅSimple 3D and 2D motion graphics 

ÅAnimating multiple images

ÅBreak diagrams into segments to 

focus attention



Visual Assets: Hosts

ÅA host can give a show its ñidentityò

ÅMore personal than just voiceover

ÅBridges gaps between visual assets

ÅMatch the host to the tone

ÅAuthoritative

ÅCasual

ÅFunny



Visual Assets: Interviews

ÅAccess to researchers is valuable

ÅBrings a personal angle to the science 

result

ÅScientists can do part of the work in 

writing the script 

ÅShould screen for ability to present 

material



Production Overview

Å Pre-production

Å Concept development.

Å Storyboard writing.

Å Production

Å Filming.

Å Audio recording.

Å Animations, 2D/3D.

Å Post-production

Å Green screening/keying.

Å Video editing.

Å Music selection.

Å Encoding.

Å Distribution.



The Script

ÅIntended audience

ÅKids?

ÅGeneral public?

ÅInformed public?

ÅSource material

ÅAdapt from existing story/release (easy)

ÅInnovate a new idea (harder)

ÅTraditional news criteria



Editing & Compositing

Å Computer & video card

Å Editing Solutions

Å iMovie HD (Mac)

Å Final Cut Express

Å Avid Express

Å Final Cut Pro (Mac)

Å Premiere Pro

Å Compositing/Effects

Å After Effects

Å Motion (Mac)



Distribution

ÅiTunes Music Store is the main distributor

ÅIt (mostly) created vodcast market

ÅIndexes feeds by reading XML RSS feed

Å iTunes acts as aggregator

ÅLocally downloads episodes as available

ÅYouTube, DailyMotion, blip.tv, veoh

ÅOn demand, instant gratification

ÅLower quality





iTunes Science
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iTunes Science



Format confusion


