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Office for Astronomy Development

OAD

Office of Astronomy for Development?



Who is the     IAU      ?

ÅFounded in 1919 

ÅTo promote and safeguard the science of 
astronomy in all its aspects through international 
cooperation

ÅStructured in Divisions, Commissions, Working 
groups and Program Groups

ÅMainly professional astronomers from all over 
the world

Å10120 Individual Members in 90 countries 
worldwide



Who is the     IAU      ?

/www.thinkaerospace.com



Who is the     IAU      ?



OAD

Regional Coordinators

Astronomy for 

Universities and 

Research

Astronomy for 

Schools

Astronomy for 

the public



Selecting a host country for the 

OADé

ÅAnnouncement of Opportunity

ÅExpressions of Interest (40)

ÅInvited calls for proposals (20)

ÅProposals evaluated by IAU Executive Committee

ÅAnnouncement of selected host

ÅNegotiations

ÅAgreement signing



Why South Africa?

ÅVision in Science and Technology

ÅStrong astronomy community

ÅWell established observatory

ÅStrong outreach community

ÅSub-Saharan Africa ïfocus area

ÅTrack record of development activities

ÅBridge for ñNorth-Southò collaborations

ÅGood governmental support





So whatôs the big deal?

ÅSouth Africa

ÅAfrica

ÅWorld



The plané



Guiding Principles:

ïRegional

ïBottom-up

ïInnovative

ïDevelopment focus

ïTransparent

ïDynamic

The plané



Roles:

ïImplementation of the SP

ïStrategic advice

ïCoordination and Facilitation

ïFunding and Infrastructure

ïImplementation of special projects

The plané



Tasks:

ïCommunication Channels

ïVolunteers

ïFunding

ïRegional Nodes

ïSector Task Forces

ïDatabases

ïBuilding on IYA

ïNew Activities

ïReviews

The plané



Transition:

The plané

Pre-OAD Activities:



Transition:

The plané

OAD-era Activities:



Staffing:

ïDirector

ïProject Officer

ïAdministrative Assistant

ïInterns / Volunteers

The plané



The plan...

Budget:

- IAU = ú50,000

- SA DST = R 1.5 million ~ ú150,000



The plan...


